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About this Tutorial 

This tutorial describes the various question types available in Test Generator. 

 

While this review is fairly comprehensive, it does not describe every possible 

combination of settings that test authors can construct. 

 

Demo: We’ve created a short (silent) online demo that describes the various 

question types.  If you haven’t already participated in an online session, we’d be 

happy to schedule a personalized online demo.   

 

To schedule a demo, please contact us. 

 

We welcome your comments and suggestions. 

 

 

Thank You. 

 

Your Test Generator Team 

  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qIHpFVYoGkY&list=UU37YHmtg7QxUAJSMigCf7ZA&index=1
http://www.testshop.com/contact
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Test Generator includes 11 question types.  From these question types, test authors can create 
variations of what are considered “traditional” questions.  For example the Essay question type can be 
used to construct critical thinking questions where the test taker’s response might be in the form of a 
number, letter, phrase or sentence, followed by an explanation of how they arrived at their answer. 
True-False questions can be enhanced to include a true and a false phrase or sentence.  Short Answer 
and Numeric question types can also be designed as variations of the fill-in-the-blank question type. 
 
 
Parts of a Question 
At the risk of stating the obvious, here are some terms that can be applied to most question types. 
Question Stem: The actual question (text) displayed in the question field.  The question stem may consist 
of a phrase, a sentence, a paragraph or a case study consisting of more than one paragraph.  In Test 
Generator question and answer fields can contain an unlimited amount of text. 
Choices:  Example, A, B, C or D would be considered the answer choices for a multiple-choice question 
Correct Answer: The choice defined as the “best response” by the test author 
Distractors: Choices other than the correct answer: if “A” is the correct answer, then B, C and D are the 
distractors.  Some of the question types described below have more than one correct answer and can 
have multiple distractors.  
 
Question and Answer Fields 
Question and answer fields allow for an unlimited amount of text.  Test authors can enter question and 
answer text manually, copy and paste text from a text-only or RTF document or import questions from a 
TG-friendly .xls, .csv or .txt file—no knowledge of html required.   
 
Question Parameters 
In addition to the basic attributes associated with a question, Test Generator enables test authors to 
assign various question parameters to include:  
 
* Randomize Answers 
* Allow Partial Credit 
* Weighting Individual Answer Point Values 
* Media 
* Question Weighting 
* Incorrect Points 
* Question Reference 
* Feedback 
* Notes   
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Test Authoring and Presentation Display 
The test-authoring display in Test Generator is different than the test delivery display.  
 

 
 
TG Desktop and TG LAN use a Windows Tester…  
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… and TG Web uses a browser-based Tester. 
 

 
 
Example of a question displayed in the web Tester.   
The banner can be modified to display your organization’s brand.  

Preview, Print Export and Peer Review and Publish 
Test administers and test authors have various test content review options.   
For example, TG Web customers can preview their questions through a web browser. 
 

 

Other options include: 
a- Printing tests or saving a test’s print preview as an RTF file  
b- Exporting tests in various file formats 
c- Providing peer evaluators access to test content through the TG admin client 
d- Publishing tests and enrolling peer evaluators in a course that is only accessible to them. 
 
 
Demo 
We’ve created a short (silent) online demo that describes the various question types. 
If you haven’t already participated in an online session, we’d be happy to schedule a personalized online 
demo.  We can accommodate multiple participants from various locations. 
 

  

http://www.testshop.com/Portals/95240/tutorials/about_web-tester_r1.0.pdf
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qIHpFVYoGkY&list=UU37YHmtg7QxUAJSMigCf7ZA&index=1
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Multiple Choice 
Consists of a question stem and, by default, one correct answer and three distractors.  The test author 
can add up to nine distractors.  The question and answer fields can contain an unlimited amount of text.   
Learn More 
 
Checkboxes 
Consists of a question stem and one or more correct answers.  Checkboxes questions allow for more 
than one correct answer.  Test authors can create any combination of 10 correct answers and 
distractors—up to 10 answer choices.  Learn More 
 
True/False  
Consists of a question stem and two answer choices—one correct answer and one distractor.  By default 
the answer choices are “True” and “False”; however, these responses can be modified by typing in a 
true and a false statement.  Learn More 

Fill in the Blanks  
Consists of a question stem and one or more answer-choice blanks.  The test taker types their answer 
into a blank field.  Multiple Choice, Short Answer and Numeric question types can also be used as FIB 
question types.  Learn More  

Short Answer  
Consists of a question stem and an answer field.  The test author defines one or more correct answer 
choices.  If the test taker’s answer matches any of the answer choices defined by the test author, the 
test taker receives credit.  For example, if the correct answer were “milliliter”, the test author could also 
define “ml”, or “ML” as alternate, correct answer choices. 

Uses: grammar-related questions (e.g., complete the sentence) ESL exams, supply the missing line, short 
descriptive or qualitative answers.  Learn More  
 
Ordering  
Consists of a question stem and up to 10 correct answer choices.  Test takers are instructed to identify 
the correct order for a set of answer choices.  Uses: Procedural questions requiring the test taker to 
identify a specific ordering of events, processes or items.  Learn More 
 
Point and Click  
Consists of a question stem and an image or multi-image composite, the test author defines the correct 
answer by creating one or more “hot spots” on the image.  The test taker clicks on the image to register 
their answer.  Images are imported and organized under the Media Bank module.  Learn More 

  

http://youtu.be/ttibmCxDJ9Q
http://youtu.be/uPkQVrB5ybQ
http://youtu.be/OtFXVoIF4yA
http://youtu.be/_LBMu7ZCBbQ
http://youtu.be/iPpHUHRVBu4
http://youtu.be/Nv7BF4vt2F8
http://youtu.be/z_ylqXiXq4A
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Essay  
Consists of a question stem and a response field.  Because of the subjective nature of the question type, 
essays are reviewed and scored by the instructor.  In addition to the “traditional essay” model, this 
question type can be used in the development of technical, critical-thinking questions involving the test 
taker’s text or numeric answer, followed by a written explanation of how they arrived at their answer. 
 
Grading can be done on a sliding scale and the instructor can annotate the test taker’s response.  The 
instructor-annotated essay can be printed or exported.  Learn More 

Numeric  
Consists of a question stem and an answer field.  The test author defines one or more correct answer 
choices.  If the test taker’s answer matches any of the answer choices defined by the test author, the 
test taker receives credit.  Uses: Where a precise number (integer), or inclusive / exclusive range is 
acceptable.   Learn More 

Likert  
Consists of a question stem and two or more answer fields.  This question type is designed more for 
survey or polling-type questions where there is no “correct” answer choice.  For example,  

“The United States Congress is an effective legislative body.”, and these answer choices:  "Strongly 
Disagree", "Disagree", "Neither agree nor disagree", "Agree", "Strongly agree".  The test author can 
assign graduated point values-- e.g., 5, 4, 3, 2, 1, 0 -- to each answer choice. Uses: Questionnaires, 
surveys, opinion polls, 360 evaluations.  Learn More  

Matching  
Consists of the question stem and two sets of five-answer choices.  The answer choices are organized 
into two columns.  The objective: match one item in one column with an item in the opposite column.  
Test takers can begin in either column.  If they make a mistake or wish to change their answers they can 
click the Clear button and start over.  Learn More 

 

http://youtu.be/f3YUM2xtitA
http://youtu.be/D-Y-P08vsTo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QU9aFfXy80w
http://youtu.be/hr8rt8OoeAo

